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snow, and, most imposing of all, the heavens open,
ing and Jupiter appearing upon his throne.

In January,   1641,  the tragedy of Mirame was
presented with even greater magnificence, at a cost
it was said, of over two hundred thousand crowns
The play was given under the name of Desmarets
but it was thought to be the work of the minister
himself.    It is probable that he took some part in
its composition, and it is certain that Mirame is a
very second-rate play, whoever was its author.

But, if there was question as to the merits of the
play, there was none as to the splendour of the
representation. For some years artisans had been
working at the great hall for theatrical entertain-
ments in the wing of the Palais Cardinal. Mazarin
often combined with his diplomatic duties the
execution of commissions in the purchase of works
of art and luxury, and he was now charged with
procuring in Italy scenery and theatrical machinery
for the great occasion. No theatrical exhibition
ever seen in France could be compared with the
first representation of Miramep, before an audience
in which were found the King and Queen, and
almost every one of rank and prominence. From
this select assemblage the play obtained a success,
which was in part due to the beauty of the setting,
and in part to the well-founded belief that the name
of the author was not Desmarets, but Richelieu.

When the curtain rose, so the chronicler tells
us, there was disclosed a view of delightful gardens,
ornamented with fountains, statues, and grottos,
with terraces overlooking a sea, the movements of but the truth of this we mayhey received.    His his testament ami the Loire became
